Effects of two selective dopaminergic antagonists on ethologically-assessed encounters in male mice.
1. Although it is accepted that dopaminergic antagonists suppress aggressive behaviour, the drugs used have been relatively non-selective or specific to the D2 receptor. 2. The selective D1 antagonist, SCH 23390, makes it possible to evaluate the impact of this receptor on aggressive behaviour. 3. The effects of SCH 23390 and Spiperone (a D2 antagonist) on the aggressive behaviour of mice were assessed employing a "standard opponent" test. 4. Both drugs markedly decreased aggressive behaviour whilst increasing immobility. However, whilst SCH 23390 increased immobility to a small extent, Spiperone, produced a general decline in active behaviours. 5. It appears that the D1 receptor inhibition of aggression is the more specific.